T he Channel

[ Lakc Michigan—-r'ortagc Lake Channcl,
south of Second Street, Fortagc Foint

On Mag 77,1871, homesteaders from around Fortagc Lakc comPlctcd
at this Point the digging of a ditch 4 feet wide between Fortagc | ake
and | ake Michigan. T he level of Fortagc | ake was lowered from 8 to
14 feet after a torrent of water took out trees and sand along the
edgcs of the ditch, which became a crevice 400 to 500 feet wide varying
in chth between 12 to 20 feet.
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A Projcct to build a harbor of rc{:ugc at Fortagc | ake, of which the
(Channel would be a part, was adoPtcd in1879 bg the (nited States
Govcrnmcnt. Work bcgan on the wooden substructures of the outer
Piers in 188% and continued through 1901. | he cement
superstructures were added to the outer Picrs in 193%9-1940; the
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wooden inner Picrs were rebuilt of stone and cement in 19%9-1940. |n

2001, contracts were let to renovate the Picrs again.
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Captaim J@@ﬁm Lamgﬂamd T ark

28 CaPtain John Langland Fark, turnaround
at the west end of Scconcl 5trcct,

Fortagc Foint, on| ake Michigan

Above: CaPtain
| a ngla nd
| eft: Original

Lighthousc
Thc first (overnment Picrhcad |ight,
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which was kerosene, was Placcd

at the end of the north Pier in 1891 and was tended by Captain Jol'm
Langland; Langland remained at For'tagc | ake in his official caPacitg
as light tender until the light was automated and Iightcd with acetglcnc
gasin1917. A metal catwalk lcading to the wooden light was built in
1901. A steel Iight tower rcPIaccd the wooden structure in 19%0. T his
tower was removed in 1985; a steel cglindcr with a Iight was installed at

that time.

T.0O. T elford
| and R. T
< Wendel Visit
CaPtain
Langland at the
Pierhead Light

B
"%
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Monument at THIS MONUMENT IS DEDICATED TO*
CAPTAIN JOHN LANGLAND
CaPtain John THE FIRST AND ONLY KEEPER (1897-1917)

Langland Fark 20 : AICHIGAN €H

WHICH WAS OPENED IN 1871
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3. Fortagc La!cc Yacht Club, northeast of Fortage
Foint Drive and Second Street, Fortagc Point

19351 Clubhousc at
Fortagc Point |nn

In 1 944, land was Purchascd fora Pcrmancnt Clubhouse forthe
Fortagc | ake Yacht Club, which had been housed afterits Founding in
19%1 in the former Northern Michigan TransPortation Compang
dockhouse at the Fortagc Point Inn.

Tom Gcrhardt, Mag 2008



bbbbbb

.-
- m‘. ey

e It i e LA

Tom Gcrhardt, Mag 2008



Frcscnt Clubhousc
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6. Streambed of Portage (reek, looking
south from the 2200-2300 block of
| akeisle Avenue

Ear]y \/icw of
Outlct Avcnuc

At Fortagc Lakc Strcambcd of For‘l:agc Crcck

A” of the water that came into Fortagc | ake through sPrings ran out
through Fortage (Creek before the digging in 1871 of what became the
Channel. This swhctly running stream curved from a Point oPPositc of
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what is now Outlct Avcnuc, running northward across the Prcscnt

| akeisle Avenue, and curving once more to empty into | ake Michigan
ata Point now near the cottage at 9054 | akeside Avenue. T he field
notes of the original surveyors had identified the inland | ake as “O-
nck~a~ma~cng|<” or “For'tagc.” Thc earlg settlers were told bg the
Indians still remaining in the area that “O~nc|<~a~ma~cng‘<” meant to
portage or carry across, which is cxactlg what the |ndians had to do
when traversing the land between these lakes. T he first certificate for
land Purchascd in what is now Onekama Townsnip was issued to
Jamcs Stronach in 1845 bg the Unitccl States (Government. [is land
included the original outlet from Fortagc | ake.
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NI T Harris Cottagc, 2204
| akeisle Avenue

“Fcnmoor”

Cotta ge

“Fcnmoor‘”

Dag (abin
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“f:cnmoor”

Pilothouse

At what was to become the settlement of Fortagc, Joscph Stronach,
James’ uncle, built a watcr~Powcrccl mill, which was located near a
Prcscnt~dag landmark on the cclgc of the streambed of Fortagc Crcc‘(.
The 1930 Roscoe .. [Harris “Fenmoor,” was built bg this Lakc
Forest, [llinois, Phgsics Pro{:cssomcrom his own Plans to resemble a
steamboat. | he whimsical cottage’s sgmbol on the smokestack is
toPograPhic for swamp; and the cottage’s name, “Fenmoor,” is
intchrctcd as moored in swamp, as the course of Forl:agc Crcclc, even
when itis not inundated from the high waters of the | akes, oftenis
marshg from a ncarbg sPring~Pond.

The RI. Harris cottage appears on both the National
Registcr of Historic FPlaces and the Michigan State Registcr of
Historic Sites.
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8. Fortage Park Resort and Additions,
Fortage Foint north of and including
QOutlet Avenue; North Point and along
the northern shores of Fortagc Lakc

Ccmcctcrg at

Olcl For’cagc
(| ocation

Unknown)

T he area where the settlement of Fortagc was located was included in
Manistee Township at the time of Manistee Countg’s organization in
1855. Onekama Township became a separate entity in 1 867. After

several Partics had owned the cntcrprisc at Fortagc, aland contract
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was issued in 1866 for the mill’s sale to Porter and Bates, which later
became FPorter and ComPany of Cl’n’cago. T o harness the swift
waters of Fortagc Crcck to oPcratc the watcr-Powcrcd mill and to
facilitate the ﬂoating of the |ogs to it, a dam had been erected causing
the waters of Fortagc | ake torise highcr and highcr. T he water level
of Fortagc La|<c would ﬂuctuatc, often as much as 50ré Fect, ﬂooding
the lands of those PcoPlc rcsiding and/ormcarming around the | _ake.
Also, Fortcr and ComPang would not allow these settlers without
Paging a hcavg toll to use the bridgc Picr that was built out into |_ake
Micl'!iganjust north of the present location of the Sunset [ouse on

the Lakcislc Avenue Road E_ndjust west of Lakcsidc Avenue.
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Some E_arlg Forl:agc Park Views

879% (UPPcr) and 8817 (| ower) South For‘l:agc P oint Drive
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50, the homesteaders dug in 1871 what became the Channcl that
lowered the level of Forl:agc | ake. The ]owcring of the | ake left higl'\
and dry 5,000,000 feet of logs and caused the closing of the water-
Powcrcd mill. Augustinc W.Farrin 1870 had become the gencral
agent and manager of the Fortagc Mi"s for Fortcr and Compang. ]n

F arly
Fortagc Fa rk

Name SEgns

1882, a couplc of years after the stcam~Powcrcd mill was moved to the
Prcscnt—-dag Onckama, f:arr Purchascd the Propcrtg. Thc original
Fortagc FPark Resort was Plattcd in 1915, after the Northern Michigan
Transportation ComPany acc]uirccl the Propcrtg from f:arr 133 aland

contract issued in 1909.
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The Pla’c for For‘tagc Park Addition was recorded in 1917 and
included land east of Fortagc Park along the Fortagc | ake shoreline.
The Pla’c for Fortagc Park Addition No. 1 was filedin 1921; it

included more land along | ake Michigan as well as north of Fortagc
Point Drive.

8775 Norwood
Avenue
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8876
| akeside
Avenue
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9. (Golf (_ourse, site northeast of
Wcst and 5outl1 Grcenwag, now
North Foint Fark

Agolmc course was located in the center of North Foint, which was later
also known as “Andg’s Point.” Mention of this 7,OOO~3ach, i 8-hole
gol{: course bcing nearlg finished is found in the Junc 27,1916,

Manistee Ncws~Ac/vocatc. Flanning bcgan in 2001 for what is now
North Point Park on this site.
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F arly Golf
Coursc and

Artesian \Well
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| ittle T den Camp

i0. | ittle F den CamP, 5721
[~ ast Fortagc Foint Drive

5t. Marg’s Summcr 5(:]100] and Camp

]n 1910, a Iargc barn on the ]:arr farm was moved down near the

Lakcpront to be transformed into a hotel. Bg 1913, CamP Onckama,
a bogs’ camp, was established there. An article in the Manistee News-
Advocatc of APril 19, 1924, states that Preparations were being made

Tom Gcrharc{t, Mag 2008



for 51:. Marg’s Summcr Schooi and CamP, as the “largc old barn,”

known to many as the “chmour ]nn,” was bcing renovated.

chmour lnn

T he Reverend [Francis | . Carrington, dean of St. Marg-St.
Margarct E_Piscopalian Girls’ School in K noxville, |llinois, was
suPcrintcndcnt. T he CamP was later called “CamP Carrington.” T his
summcrgirls’ camp was also used as Carrington’s Michigan Junior

School for Bogs several winters.

51:. Marg’s
Chapel
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Cottagc at
5t. Mary’s

The Manistee County Ffonccrfrcss O{:JUHC 4,19%7, announced
that Rcvcrend Artl'\ur Taglor, Statc Director of lntcrmcdiatc
Groul:)s of the Church of the Brethrcn, was changing the name of the
CamP to | ittle T den” and would manage the property, which he
Purchascd. Although the Camp was rcgardcd as nondenominational,
the main building was to be used cxclusivclg for religious purposes, such
as conventions and group meetings. The Familg camPing tradition
continued when the Taglors sold the CamP in 1944 to a Mennonite
Church group, the | ittle T den Camp (Grounds Association, |nc., of
Archbold, Ohio. |n 1988, the main Euilding was demolished and a new

log~sidcd structure was erected.
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Artesian Well

11. Artesian Well, on Fortagc Point Drive
northwest of | ittle [T den Camp

The E_arlg Kocl«:rg
of the Artesian Well
Was Built around an
lron Kcttlc

Ina shady semicircle of cedars, | ittle [” den CamP’s artesian well
continues to flow, omCFcring P]casant—tasting water as a mcricndlg gesture
to Passcrsbg and many who rcgularlg bottle it for drinl(ing water. An

carly remembrance of this well is in 1924, soitis Probablc that horses
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even drank from the original basin, which was in use until the present

rockcrg was built in 1990.

Amctcr Fortagc
Point Drive Was
Widened in
1989-1990, the
Frescnt Koc‘«:rg
Was Built
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i2. Camciclc] Co‘c‘cagc and Carriagc House,
4138 and 4092 [ ast Fortagc Foin‘c Dirrive

Ohn APril 19, 1900, the Manistee Dai[g News rcPortcd that work was
about to start on (Charles (Canfield’s cottage “of liberal dimensions.” A
son of Manistee | umberman John (Canfield, Charles was mayor of

Manistee at the time | he Moorings” was constructed. [ Jis 9acht was

sometimes moored in Fortage | ake in front of the property.
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Frcscnt Day
Ca nfield

Cotta gc

The
Cottage’s
ITi rcPIacc

Thc cottage has been used as the Carncicld Housc bed-and-
breakfast. T he stglish carriage house was complcted in 190% at a cost

of around $%,000. Manistee Contractor K. J B Ncwcombc, who did
such notable structures as Manistee’s Congrcgational Church, built
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the cottage and carriage house. T he [Holland CaPPcr Family of

Manistee converted the carriage house into a summer home.

The Canfield

Carriagc House
and Artesian

Well
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13. Kline-—Walnut (arove [Tarm,
5968 [:_ight Mile Road

Walnut
Grove

f:armhousc

" ]
,’-_.-uw'l‘ﬂ-'r"‘"ﬂ""‘ :

Milkhouse
with
(entennial

Farm Sign

ln 1861, chrg Augus’c Klinc Purchascd the land for what later

became \Walnut (Grove [Farm. chry’s son, William chrg K line, built
this brick house in 1907.
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Bag Window of
Walnut Grove

f:armhousc

Stca m~Fowcrecl

Equipmcnt at
Work on the Farm
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Evcrgonc

Helped on
the f:arm

The dwe”ing was the first to have electric iigi*nts in the area, with the

generator being run i)y a waterwheel on the land across E_igiit Mile

Road (Onekama did not have public electricity until 1 927). T o cool
P Y

dairg Products, artesian well water ran ti"ll'OUSi‘l the milkhouse, which like

the earig house is built of brick made in Wi”iam Henrg Kiinc’s brici(yard
that was on the backlot of the i:arm. Ti’ne farmhouse has been
renovated by Joi'm H (Wi”iam chrg’s grandson) and Virginia Kiine.

Thc Kiinc Wainut (arove Farm has received the Michigan Ccntennial
Farm dcsignation.
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¥ line Farm

14 Klinc Farm,
5901 Eight Mile Road

#

B
[

A

Al

E_arlg View of Wi”iam W. Klinc

(Centennial Farmhouse

chrg Augus’c Klinc also Purchasccl this Propcrtg on the other (south)
side of E_ig]‘rt Mile Road in 1862. William W. Kline, a son of William
]"]cnrg’s, farmed this land after he was married. T he farmis run todag
bg Mrs. William | . (/\udreg) Kline, who married William \W.’s son.
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E_arlg Barn on
William \W.
Kline Farm

FPond on William W.
Kline Farm Where
Watcrwhccl Was
Locatcd

T he Kline Farm has received the Michigan (_entennial Farm

dcsignation.

Tom Gcrhardt, Mag 2008



Faiﬁgr@&mdg

15. Manistee Countg Fairgrouncls,
northeast of M-22 and Joncs Roac‘

After the first ten fairs of the Manistee Countg Agricultura| Socictg
were held on grounds west of the Vi“agc of Bcar Lakc, the Fair moved
to Onekama in 1887 and occupicd these f:airgrounds.

] 7
& Whanistee Sounty Rrieuturel Society'
\ Hanis — Nt

Ccnturg Fair = xhibit

| I '
|
Y
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E_ar]g
[ air

Visitors

E_ar]g View of
(Current [Tair

Pavilion
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T he Bible Camp

16. Forl:age | ake Covenant Bible Camp,
4158 CamP De]iglﬂt Road

E_arlg “Near-
T0~Naturc

Houses” in

CamP Dcligl'xt

]n 1912, Bcn Hanscn and Harrg E_ Krusc of Manistcc oPcncd
CamP Dclight at Fortagc | ake on E_aglc Point. A recreation hall was
built at the CamP, which was touted in 1920 in 7 he Manistcc—vfortagc
chfon as “a group of near-to-nature houses in sgivan surroundings on
the shore of Fortagc La|<c.” Tl‘nis CamP was named “Fortagc Lakc
(Covenant Bible CamP” in 1947, after the property in 1946 came
under the owncrship of the Youth (Conference of the | ower Michigan
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Mission (Covenant (Churches. T he CamP was later P]accd under the
oPcration of the (Great ]| akes (Conference of the E_vangclical
Covcnant Clﬁurch. A log chaPcl was created out of the earlier
recreation hall before this structure was demolished and rcplaccd bg a

newer one in the 1990’s.

E_arlg Recreation [Hall
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17. Wick-a-te-wah, north of Crescent Beach
Roacl, accessed 53 Lconarc! Strcc‘c

WICK-ATE-WAH RS o

BENEKE Iﬁ%l_l.:\ﬁ
EDSSCHEM : MATTHE
cOLE ME INTOSH

DE‘JITT
L DOBENBACH
FOY
FHANEE
FULLER
GANNON
HANSEN : ____WEIR
HOLLINGSWORTH
" LARSON
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In 1902, a road to \Wick-a-te-wah, the cottage property with an Jndian
name meaning a Placc of rest, had been built and men were clcaring

avenues through the property, which was bcing dcvclopcd by H Ward
| eonard of Manistee.

Some E_arlﬁ Views of Wick-a-te-wah

3512 Crcsccnt Bcach Road
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House and Formcr Arbor at 3813 Lakeshorc Drivc
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3827
Lal(cshorc

Dirrive
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I 8. Lconard Cottagc, southeast corner of
| eonard Street and | akeshore Drive

On August 3, 1904, the Manlistcc Dai[g Ncws told that “H. Ward
| eonardis now making cement blocks for a cottage which he will own.”

The molds he was using for these blocks were the Manistec Pattern
manufactured bg the Michigan ]ron Works.

| eonard’s cottage, which became known as “Bittersweet,” is indeed
built of ornamental blocks, as were a number of the cottages in Wick-a-

tc~wal'1.
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Ornamcntal cement benches and drinking fountains also aPPcarcd on

various Properties in this resort and still can be seen todag.
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19. Red Fark Resort, surrouncling the
intersection of (rescent Bcach Road,

Mi“er Road, and C (5. Davis Avenue

Thc week before (. (5. Davis made his first Purchasc of land for Red
FPark from Charles Secor brouglnt advance notice of the “Dclightful
Resort” in the Manistee Dai[g News of June 11,1895: “On the
south shore of For'l:agc | ake within thrcc~quar|:crs of a mile of | ake
Michigan, C (. Davis, the landscapc gardcncr of this citg [Manistcc],
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has Purchascd 35 acres of land.... Thc sPot...can be reached by driving
or water, a good dock alrcady cxtcnding into the water from the

grounds.”

f:ormcrlg at
Intersection of |
hAMerand
Crcsccnt

Beach Roads §

at Northwest
B (orner of
¥ (Crescent Peach
e Road and Morey
Strcet

Thc “grounds” of the Faric cvcntua”g featured a bandstand;
ornamental flower Plantcrs and beds; fountains; mineral sPrings;
lamPPosts; bridgcs crossing the stream running through the acreage;

and a building for a hotel, restaurant, and store.
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Historic Views of Somc Rcd Far‘( Cottagcs

2942 Crcsccnt
Beach Road
and 7334
William Forth
Avenue

2942 Crcsccnt
Ecach Road

7376 William
f:orth Avcnuc
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20. “Woodbine” Co’ctage, northeast

corner of (. (4. Davis Avenue
and Cresccnt Bcach Roac]
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Manistee (_ontractor K. J B. Newcombe built for his {:amilg,
“Woodbine,” in 1895. |t has the distinction of bcing the first cottage
complctcd at Red Park. The origin of the name, “Red FPark,” has
Frcqucntlg been debated. Somc agree that the Fark was named for the
color of Paint used there, while others have attributed the name to

the red cardinal flowers blooming in the area, the red of the bark on the

ccdars, orthe dcsignation foratownin Dcnmar|< intchrctcd as “Rcd

Barn.”
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24l Camp Tosebo,
7228 Miller Road

Rcd Fark Favilion

T he whimsical architecture of Red Park included a Pavilion, which was
undcrway in August, 1895. | he Pavilion and the grounds of Red FPark
were embellished bg the use of woodwork that was salvagcd bg
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Newcombe from the 1 874 (Gothic Revival Manistee residence of
Jamcs Shriglcy, which the contractor renovated in 1894 for [ dward
Bucucy. In 1901-1902, Noble Hill of Woodstock, Jlinois, built

“\ista” cottage in Red FPark, which had become the summer mecca of a

number of well-known Manistee families, inclucling those of | umbermen

Fatrick Noud and | _ouis Sands as well as of ['red Cronand |
Wellman. Hill was headmaster of the | odd Scminarg for Bogs and in
1912 brought some of the bogs to Rccl Fark for a summer continuation
of this boarding school.

Tom Gcrhardt, Mag 2008



f:rcd Cron Cottagc
That Latcr Bccamc
Camp Toscbo’s
Welcome House

Red FPark

Pavilion

[n 1914, Hill Purchascd from (hrist Peterson of Manistee the Red
Park Pavilion and hired 5wcdish~bom Charles A. Anderson, also of
Manistee, to turn it into the (Clubhouse for the camp. Anderson later
built such notable Projccts as the 1 927 Manistee Higl'x 5chool and
the 1 9%0 Onckama School. Thc Clubhousc Projcct cost $10,000.
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Camp
Toscbo
Clubhouse

]n 1919, the name “CamP Toscbo” aPPcarcd in the booklet and

rcgistcr{:or the CamP. “Toscbo” was named in honor of the TOdd
5Eminarg 5055 Some {:ortg to sixty bogs were “in residence” at one
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time in summer sessions. | osebo sharedin T odd’s Prcstigc of having
students who later became Famous, such as Orson Wc”cs who signcd
in at the CamP in19%2. | odd closed in 1954 the CamP was sold by
the Hill {:amilg in 1962 and closed around 1978.

One of Two
CamP T rucks,
Bodies of
Which Were
Modi{zicd at

T odd School

CamP Toscbo Campground
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Thc Clubhousc has rcccntly oPcratcd as Thc Old CamP Toscbo
]nn, a bed-and-breakfast. f:our cottages, the Trunl( Housc and
Showcr Housc, two Bunkhouscs and the Cramct Housc on the

Campground, and the Boathousc near Fortagc Lakc also are Part of

this comPlcx.

CamP Toscbo appears on both the National chistcr of
Historic Places and the Michigan State chistcr of Historic
Sites.

Camp Toscbo Boathousc
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Creecent eacﬂﬂ

29 Crescent Beach, north of Crescent Beach
Road, west of the intersection of (_rescent

Beach and | akeshore Roads

Descendants of Manistee | umberman | ouis Sands own summer
homes in this area that extends to the shoreline of Fortage | ake. The
caretakers house at 2370 Crescent Beach Road has a small
greenhouse at one side of it. T he dwe”ing at 2234 (rescent Beach
Road was built for R.\W. Smith, Sands’ son-in-law, in 1909. T he cellar

behind this house was used to cool milk and cream from cows the
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Sands descendants kcpt in a barn on the Propcrl:g. Agas well
Providcd heat and light in the cottages during the carly years.
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Cresccnt

bcach
Road
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Kinncg-
Hardcnbcrgh
Housc, 2290
Crcsccnt

Bcach Road

Tom Gcrhardt, Mag 2008



Wimiamgp@)ﬁt

29 Wi"iamsport, south of the Channc]
surrounding the end of (Crescent

Bcach Road

B e

E_arlg View of the Lakc MichigamFortagc La‘cc

(Channel Showing Bui]dings in the Wi”iamsport Area

L s

The dag after the (Channel oPcning n 1871, the tug «(_aroline
Williams” became the first boat to enter Fortagc | ake. ]n honor of this
event, Wi”iamsport was established bg Andrew Shanks on his land on
the south side of the (Channel, where he oPcratcd a boardinghousc.
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HC also COﬂClUCtCCl a 'FCI’Ty service across t}‘lC Channcl. Mcmbcrs O'F

the UIriclc Burkland (Berklund) Familg have lived in this area for years.
Some Views of Historic FroPcrtics in the Wi”iamspor’c Area

2110 Crcsccnt Bcaclﬁ Road
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2092
(:rcsccnt

fScach
Road

1963
(:rcsccnt

Bcach
Road



1980
Cresccnt

Bcach
Road
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2" " ++5anclcnburgh~Rogers House,
2046 (rescent Peach Road

A largc frame dwc”ing with outbuildings that shows in carlg views of the
(_hannel and Wi”iamsport was the boardinghousc builtin 1882-1883
bg the chrg Sandcnburghs. Around the turn of the last ccntury, the
Sandcnburgh boardinghousc was surrounded by a few of the small
number of buildings that Wi”iamsport ever realized. T he men who
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worked on the Clﬁanncl Picrs often were boarders of the
Sandcnburghs, who sold the ProPcrty in 1909 to W F Rogcrs. Thc
Rogcrscs named the Propcr‘l:g “]ntcr]ochcn” and added to the lower
story of the house a wraParound Porch that appears ina Photograph
onal910 Postcard. Rogcrs, who had been dean of the Cincinnati

| aw School, died in 1921. His wife, Bc“c, and daughtcrs, Norine
Rogcrs and Katlﬁrgn (Lates, then were the PrinciPal {:amilg members
under whose direction the house, outbuildings, and grounds acciuirccl
the notable and stglislﬁ appearance tl'xcg have retained for many years.
]n 1936, the facade of the house was renovated once again to reflect

the Colonial architecture of that era.
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Another addition to the rear for the present dining room was dcsigncd

bg (5rand Rapids Architect J Alexander Mc(C oll.
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]n the middle of the property is the 1 935 studio where Mrs. (iates
Paintcd; it was a Prcmcabricatcd structure Providccl by Ll Hodgson
of ])overJ Massachusctts. Agucsthousc, garage, stablcs, and

maintenance building with aPartmcn’c are also on the grounds.
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