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ORDINANCE NO: l7-I #I

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND IMPLEMENTING A PROGRAM TO CHARGE
MITIGATION RATES FOR THE DEPLOYMENT OF EMERGENCYAND NON-
EMERGENCY SERVICES BY THE FIRE DEPARTMENT FOR SERVICES
PROVIDED/RENDERED FOR THE ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT.

WHEREAS, the emergency and non-emergency services response activity to incidents continues
to increase each year; Environmental Protection requirements involving equipment and training,
and Homeland Security regulations involving equipment and training, creating additional
demands on all operational aspects of the fire department services; and

WHEREAS, the fire department has investigated different methods to maintain a high level of
quality of emergency and non-emergency service capability throughout times of constantly
increasing service demands, where maintaining an effective response by the fire department
decreases the costs of incidents to insurance carriers, businesses, and individuals through timely
and effective management of emergency situations, saving lives and reducing property and
environmental damage; and

WHEREAS, raising real property tax to meet the increase in service demands would not be fair
when the responsible party(s) should be held accountable for their actions; and

WHEREAS, the Onekama Township Board of the Onekama Township Fire Department desires
to implement a fair and equitable procedure by which to collect said mitigation rates and shall
establish a billing system in accordance with applicable laws, regulations and guidelines; Now,
Therefore

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ONEKAMA TOWIISHIP BOARD OF THE ONEKAMA
TOWI\SHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT:

SECTION 1: The Onekama Township Fire Department shall initiate mitigation rates for the
delivery of emergency and non-emergency services by the fire department for personnel,
supplies and equipment to the scene of emergency and non-emergency incidents as listed in
"EXHIBITA". The mitigation rates shall be based on actual costs of the services and that which
is usual, customary and reasonable (UCR) as shown in "EXHIBITA", which may include any
services, personnel, supplies, and equipment and with baselines established by addendum to this
document.

SECTION 2: A claim shall be filed to the responsible party(s) through their insurance carrier. In
some circumstances, the responsible parry(s) will be billed directly.

SECTION 3: The fire department's Township Board of Trustee's may make rules or
regulations and from time to time may amend, revoke, or add rules and regulations, not
consistent with this Section, as they may deem necessary or expedient in respect to billing for
these mitigation rates or the collection thereof.



SECTION 4: It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Board conceming and

relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in open meetings ofthis Board, and that

all deliberations of this Board and any of its committees that resulted in such formal actions were

in accordance with all legal requirements, and the Codified
Township Board.

SECTION 5: This Ordinance shall take effect thirty days (30) from
pennitted by law.

[6ting for:

of the Onekama

the date of adoption as

declared the ordinance

foregoing is a true copy ofOrdinance No. 17-l #l which was enacted by the Board
20t7ata held onfor the Township of



EXIIIBITA
MITIGATION RATES

BASED ON PER HOUR

The mitigation rates below are average "billing levels", and are tlpical for the incident responses
listed, however, when a claim is submitted, it will be itemized and based on the actual services

provided.

MOTOR VEHICLE INCIDENTS

Level I - $506.00
Provide hazardous materials assessment and scene stabilization. This will be the most common
'billing level". This occurs almost every time the fire department responds to an
accidenVincident.

Level2 - $576.00
Includes Level 1 services as well as clean up and material used (sorbents) for hazardous fluid
clean up and disposal. We will bill at this level if the fire department has to clean up any gasoline
or other automotive fluids that are spilled as a result of the accident/incident.

Level 3 - CAR FIRE - $704.00
Provide scene safety, fire suppression, breathing air, rescue tools, hand tools, hose, tip use, foam,
structure protection, and clean up gasoline or other automotive fluids that are spilled as a result
of the accident/incident.

ADD-ON SERVICES:

Extrication - $1,520.00
Includes heavy rescue tools, ropes, airbags, cribbing etc. This charge will be added if the fire
department has to free/remove anyone from the vehicle(s) using any equipment. we will not bill
at this level if the patient is simply unconscious and fire department is able to open the door to
access the patient. This level is to be billed only if equipment is deployed.

Creating a Landing Zone - $465.00
Includes Air care (multiengine company response, mutual aid, helicopter). we will bill at this
level any time a helicopter laading zone is created and,/or is utilized to transport the patient(s).

Itemized Response: The fire department has the option to bill each incident as an independent
event with custom mitigation rates, for each incident using, itemized rates deemed usual,
customary and reasonable (UCR). These incidents will be billed, itemized per apparatus, per
personnel, plus products and equipment used.



ADDITIONAL TIME ON-SCENE
Engine billed at $400 per hour.
Truck billed at $500 per hour.

Miscellaneous equipment billed at $300.

HAZMAT

Level I - 5816.00
Basic Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignment, perimeter

establishment, evacuations, set-up and command.

Level 2 - $2,913.00
Intermediate Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignmenl,harn t
certified team and appropriate equipment, perimeter establishment, evacuations, set-up and

command, Level A or B suit donning, breathing air and detection equipment. Set-up and removal
of DECON center.

Level 3 - $6,875.00
Advanced Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignment, haznat
certified team and appropriate equipment, perimeter establishment, evacuations, first responder

set-up and command, Level A or B suit donning, breathing air ald detection equipment and robot

deployment. Set-up and removal of DECON center, detection equipment, recovery and

identification of material. Disposal and environment clean up' Includes above in
addition to any disposal rates of material and contaminated equipment and material used at

scene. Includes 3 hours of on scene time - each additional hour @ $336.00 per HAZMAT
team.

ADDITIONAL TIME ON-SCENE (for all levels of service)
Engine billed at $400 per hour.

Truck billed at $500 per hour.

Miscellaneous equipment billed at $300

FIRES

Assignment - $466.00 per hour' per engine / $582'00 per hour' per truck

Includes:
. Scene Safety
. lnvestigation
. Fire / Hazard Control

This will be the most common "billing level". This occurs almost every time the fire department

responds to an incident.



OPTIONAL: A lire department has the option to bill each fire as an independent event
with custom mitigation rates.

Itemized, per person, at various pay levels and for itemized products use.

WATER INCIDENTS

Level 1

Billed at $466 plus $58 per hour, per rescue person.
Basic Response: Claim will include engine response, first responder assignment, perimeter
establishment, evacuations, first responder set-up and command, scene safety and investigation
(including possible patient contact, hazard control). This will be the most common "billing
level". This occurs almost every time the fire department responds to a water incident.

Level 2
Billed at $932 plus $58 per hour, per rescue person
Intermediate Response: Includes Level 1 services as well as clean up and material used
(sorbents), minor hazardous clean up and disposal. We will bill at this level if the fire department
has to clean up small amounts ofgasoline or other fluids that are spilled as a result of the
incident.

ILLEGALFIRES
Assignment - $466.00 per hour, per engine / $582.00 per hour, per truck
When a fire is started by any person or persons that requires a fire department response during a
time or season when fires are regulated or controlled by local or state rules, provisions or
ordinances because ofpollution or fire danger concems, such person or persons will be liable for
the fire department response at a cost not to exceed the actual expenses incurred by the fire
department to respond and contain the fire. Similarly, if a fire is started where permits are
required for such a fire and the permit was not obtained and the fire department is required to
respond to contain the fire the responsible party will be liable for the response at a cost not to
exceed the actual expenses incurred by the fire department. The actual expenses will include
direct labor, equipment costs and any other costs that can be reasonably allocated to the cost of
the response.

Level 3
Billed at $2'304 plus $58 per hour per rescue person, plus $ll7 per hour per H AZMAT
team member.
Advanced Response: Includes Level 1 and Level 2 services as well as D.A.R.T. activation,
donning breathing appamtus and detection equipment. Set up and removar ofDECoN center,
detection equipment, recovery and identification of material. Disposal and environment clean up.
Includes above in addition to any disposal rates of materiar and contaminated equipment and
material used at scene.



Level 4
These incidents will be billed, itemized, per trained rescue person' plus rescue products
used.
Itemized Response: You have the option to bill each incident as an independent event with
custom mitigation rates for each incident using itemized rates deemed usual, customary and

reasonable (UCR).

BACK COI]NTRY OR SPECIALRESCUE
Minimum billed $466 for the first response vehicle plus $58 per rescue person' Additional
rates of$466 per hour per response vehicle and $58 per hour per rescue person.
Itemized Response: Each incident will be billed with custom mitigation rates deemed usual,

customary and reasonable (UCR). These incidents will be billed, itemized per apparatus per hour,
per trained rescue person per hour, plus rescue products used.

CHIEFRESPONSE
Billed at $291 per hour.
This includes the set-up of Command, and providing direction of the incident. This could include

operations, safety, and administration ofthe incident.

MISCELLANEOUS / ADDITIONAL TIME ON-SCENE
Engine billed at $466 per hour.
Truck billed at $582 per hour.

Miscellaneous equipment billed at $350.

LIFTASSIST
Bilted at a rate of$100 per incident after 5 incidents within a thirty (30) day period.

This includes but is not limited to responding to the scene, assessing the situation, and assisting

the individual. This includes but is not limited to lifting offthe floor, from chair to bed, out of
chair, or any other lift assist not resulting in any injury or medical evaluation.

MITIGATION RATE NOTES
The mitigation rates above are average "billing levels", and are typical for the incident responses

listed, hivever, when a claim is submitted, it will be itemized and based on the actual services

provided. These average mitigation rates were determined by itemizing costs for a typical run

itom tne time a fire apparatus leaves the station until it retums to the station) and are based on

it-r" u.*ut costs, using-amortized schedules for apparatus (including useful life' equipment'

i.pr.r, *a ,,"1ntenirce) and labor rates (an average department,s 
,,actual personnel expense"

#d noi iust a firefighters basic wage). The actual personnel expense includes costs

such as wages, retirement, benefits, workers comp, insurance' etc'



LATE F'EES
If the invoice is not paid within 90 days, a Late Charge of 10% of the invoice, as well as 1 .50%

per month, as well as the actual cost ofthe collections, will be accessed to the responsible party.
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Shelli Johnson
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Billing Ordinance.docx

Onekama Township Board

Please find the attached proposal for a 'Cost Recovery Ordinance" for the Onekama Township Fire Department.
This would not change any type of millage that is currently in place but would be an opportunity to recover some

additional expense that we incur on fire runs, emergent and non-emergent.
This is also the progression that I feel we need to migrate towards In being a more responsive and proactive fire
department for our community. As our run volumes and types of runs increase, 266 runs in 2020 to 360 runs in 2023, so

does the cost of operation, which I feel should be recovered through insurances. This cost would be billed though a

third party as not to increase work loads for our board members.
The highlighted area is where you would insert our verbiage. Looking for approval at the January meetinB.

Please feel free to contact me anytime to discuss.

Rob Johnson
Fire Chief
Onekama Fire Department
231-215-6118
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